
 
 

What Made Jesus Mad - Week 2 

June 8-9, 2019 | Pastor Tim Harlow 

This week, Pastor Tim talks about Jesus' anger towards unnecessary rules that get in the way 

of people returning to God.  

 

CELEBRATE 

 

At the beginning of your small group time, it’s good to share about your week and share with 

each other how you’re doing. So, spend some time, right now, connecting before jumping into 

the discussion questions. You can use the Connect section as a guide. If you’re doing this Study 

Guide on your own, take a moment to focus your mind on God and what He might want you to 

hear today. 

 

CONNECT 

1. Talk about the rules you had to follow as a kid. Now as an adult, which one makes the 
LEAST amount of sense. Why?   

  

2. Talk about a time when a rule PROTECTED you from something. What was it about that 

rule that kept you safe, healthy, etc.?  

Before watching the sermon, or moving on in this study, take a minute to remember that God is 

always with you. Pray as a group for God to bless your conversation and open your eyes and 
hearts to what He wants you to hear. 

 

REFLECT  

 

Before moving forward in your study, take a moment and review the key points from this 
weekend's message.  

1. Well-meaning rules that don't work in real life create a huge, unnecessary barriers.  
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2. The problem with rules is when our interpretation of the rules gets in the way of people 
getting home to God.  

  

3. Jesus was more interested in doing good than in following the rules.  
  

4. Jesus didn't come to show us how to follow the rules; He came to fulfill them.  

 

SCRIPTURES USED IN THE MESSAGE: Deuteronomy 23:12-13, Matthew 15:7-9, 23:1-4, 33; Mark 3:5, 

Luke 11:46, 13:17, 14:1-6; Galatians 5:6, 12  
 

RESPOND 

1. Talk about a thought, phrase, or moment from this weekend's message that stuck with 
you. Give a brief reason for why these things stuck with you.  

  

2. Read Matthew 23:23-28. Read slowly, making a note of words or phrases that stand 
out to you. Read the passage out loud if possible. Jesus' words here are presented in the 

format of a "woe oracle." These oracles were challenges spoken by prophets to correct 
God's people and move them back to faithfulness to God. They weren't intended to say 

"You all are horrible people" but more to say "You're totally missing the point. Turn around, 

head the other way." Keep that in mind as you read.  
  

3. Jesus uses a lot of imagery (common to a woe oracle) in this passage. Talk about an 

image that stands out to you. How does that image reflect what you have seen happen 
when certain rules become the point of life and faith?  

  

4. Jesus begins with talking about how the religious leaders would "tithe" but miss the other 
very important pieces of being God's people (23:23-24). Talk about, in your own words, 

what you see Jesus saying in this passage regarding rules and how to keep them. How 

do you personally balance keeping the different commandments while also moving 
toward "justice, mercy, and faith"?   

  

5. In 23:25-28, Jesus uses a particular contrast of how things look on the outside versus 
what's actually happening on the inside. Cleaning plates and cups was a serious thing to 

early Jewish people, showing them to be separate from other nations around them. Talk 

about how laws and rules can create a public image but don't always change what's 
going on inside.  

  

6. Jesus' oracles use the term "blind" for the condition of those who keep the rules but forget 
the "point" of the rules. Talk about a time when you were blinded by keeping rules and 

regulations and forgot the point of the rules in the first place. For example, Jesus teaches 

us to forgive those who have wounded us. How could we keep the rule about 
forgiveness but refuse to let our hearts forgive that other person?  

  

7. Pastor Tim's message is all about how adding rules that do not move us towards the 
bigger point (exemplified by Matthew 22:38-40, etc.). Talk about a few rules you are 

following right now, but you have forgotten the point of those rules entirely. Take some 

time as a group and pray for either a) God to remind you why these rules are important 
& helpful or b) to help you break free from a rule that is unnecessary and move towards 

a healthier way of life with God.  



Closing Prayer: 

 

God, we are so glad that you are after our hearts first. After we give you the drives and desires of 
our hearts, you can change the things we do. The things we do change our hearts. Thank you 

for the way you've made us, the way you love us, and the way you lead us to love You, 

ourselves, and others. Help us to remember the point of your teachings and commandments, so 
that we don't just create a pretty image for everyone else. Remind us that you want to change 

us deep down. We love you. 
  
Amen.  
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